The Ayudkams of Mafia Vishnu                      23
catch the Sudarsana Chakram. On the other hand, the chakram
found its target viz. the neck of MaJikan which was severed.
The Story of Sudarsana and the Impersonator
Vasudeva:
There was a king of Pundra who was known as Vasudeva.
The ignorant people flattered him as the descendant of God
Himself.   In course of time, the king thought that he was
Vasudeva who had come down to earth.  Forgetting his real
character,he assumed the emblems of Vishnu viz. the conch and
the disc. He sent an ambassador to Krishna asking him to give up
the discus and the other insignia which belonged only to him.
He asked Krishna pay homage to him and that he would bless
him!  Hearing these words Janardana (Le.  Krishna) laughed
and told the ambassador that he may return and tell Paundraka
that Krishna would come and personally hand over the emblem
and the discus to the king. He assured the messenger that He
would come to the city bringing the discus with him and hand
it over to the king. Having sent the messenger back, Perumal
summoned Garuda, mounted on him and started for the city
of Paundraka. When the king of Kasi heard the preparations
of Kesava, he sent his army to help Paundraka and the king
of Kasi himself brought up the rear of the army.  Thus, the
army of the king of Kasi as well as the troops of Paundraka, the
false Vasudeva marched to receive Krishna. Hari saw him at
a distance with the discus, the dub and mace, a scimitar and
a lotus in his hands. He was bearing a bow and his standard
was made of gold. He had also gone to the extent of having
the mystical mark Srivatsa on his chest. He was robed in silk
raiment to resemble the pitambara (yellow silk) worn by the
Lord. In addition, he had dressed himself with the ear rings and
a tiara. When the God saw this, he laughed aloud and started the
fight with the hostile army. He let loose swords, maces, tridents,
spears and bows. He showered with his sarnga bow a rain of
arrows and with His discus He soon destroyed both the army
of Paundraka and that of the King of Kasi. He then addressed
Paundraka and reminded him that he had sent for him so as
to hand over the insignia to him. God said,HI now deliver this
insignia to you. Here is my discus. Here is my mace. Here is